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Governor Wolf Takes Executive Action to Combat Climate Change, 
Carbon Emissions    

Harrisburg, PA – Governor Tom Wolf today took executive action instructing the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to join the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 
(RGGI), a market-based collaboration among nine Northeast and Mid-Atlantic states to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and combat climate change while generating economic growth. 

“Climate change is the most critical environmental threat confronting the world, and power 
generation is one of the biggest contributors to greenhouse gas emissions,” said Governor Wolf. 
“Given the urgency of the climate crisis facing Pennsylvania and the entire planet, the 
commonwealth must continue to take concrete, economically sound and immediate steps to 
reduce emissions. Joining RGGI will give us that opportunity to better protect the health and 
safety of our citizens.” 

Participating states have agreed, either through regulation or legislation, to 
implementRGGI through a regional cap-and-trade program involving CO2 emitting electric 
power plants. These states (Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island, and Vermont) set a cap on total CO2 emissions from 
electric power generators in their states. In order to show compliance with the cap, power plants 
must purchase a credit or “allowance,” for each ton of CO2, they emit. These purchases are 
made at quarterly auctions conducted by RGGI. The most recent RGGI auction held September 
4th resulted in an allowance price of $5.20 per ton. The proceeds from the auctions are 
allocated back to the participating states in proportion to the amount of carbon subject to 
regulation in each state. 

“This initiative represents a unique opportunity for Pennsylvania to become a leader in 
combatting climate change and grow our economy by partnering with neighboring states,” said 
Patrick McDonnell, secretary of the Department of Environmental Protection. “As a major 
electricity producer, Pennsylvania has a significant opportunity to reduce emissions and 
demonstrate its commitment to addressing climate change through a program with a proven 
track record.” 

The RGGI states have reduced power sector CO2 pollution by 45 percent since 2005, while the 
region’s per-capita GDP has continued to grow. Through its first six years of existence, RGGI 
investments were found to return $2.31 billion in lifetime energy bill savings to more than 
161,000 households and 6,000 businesses that participated in programs funded by RGGI 
proceeds, and to 1.5 million households and over 37,000 businesses that received direct bill 
assistance. 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fwf%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DG62jSYfZdO-2F12d8lSllQB70lCvoS8C-2BrezmxnsLvNxboHItOHIQSuYYu3wU-2BgQ5LcRzxCCYixs20gTsiTvKnP1FXi6BiJH-2FYHBgIZHacCh0MQxkw4-2FvobayN-2FFtT1jNyjBJok1rs1BLYdYqhFVvqN23ptsQEti2olpmJKActsSg-3D_PQetJzfa3rVD8ulkvGewvaXiT81MaPFktIqq5LFXMTicdvB-2BiRYmL8TnU9CK9kWh2mMjndLmWEuWV8Se9Ga6A4RU8HHxKL0sncLLtWPxy-2BjKGj2HvkRPf7xjU2he044fh2ljkKeQFs64QYT65Ie8GWkW2gPW91mSzmEF7H6xClqpwgoKYH7ebeRG7qiqovKhFWh9WJP0M3CzO40dH5v3mdI1BE-2BuBVEYYqeMIvmwAe3996q3xVEl6ZfI2uoz6R9l9f6n3N7IdDfT1bK-2Fs-2FcvnGn1Ke8THS98kaqwl04eSuwHaTkpAiMCBwUcX87tFA1iuvWXjZwlwiKpg1NYMpRjiQ-3D-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cdesch%40pa.gov%7C8d579599f22c4746b93008d74802a8fc%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637057048569166863&sdata=fIHBwMS6Ptr9PGuWVnlBdZ1EiHjvFVu5amSiaNkwZ1M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fwf%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DG62jSYfZdO-2F12d8lSllQB-2Buqh-2FAOFATzNerqTKQDTwY-3D_PQetJzfa3rVD8ulkvGewvaXiT81MaPFktIqq5LFXMTicdvB-2BiRYmL8TnU9CK9kWh2mMjndLmWEuWV8Se9Ga6A4RU8HHxKL0sncLLtWPxy-2BjKGj2HvkRPf7xjU2he044fh2ljkKeQFs64QYT65Ie8GWkW2gPW91mSzmEF7H6xClqpwgoKYH7ebeRG7qiqovKhOwO78kuV8qtfEjsy-2Bvx8JRb0Mz5DxkvXLS9ohnFJhtKjja1tzY1kUF2UKhbh-2FGwQinz5gCyC93j8APl-2F7L7Ztck00aPvIHGqDBmIs-2FwGN5O5lTGcroHdgrRikuSmiXr5lXFi64jyRJCgHPXQ8X8ZjA-3D-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cdesch%40pa.gov%7C8d579599f22c4746b93008d74802a8fc%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637057048569166863&sdata=WUkT%2B7isA4NuS7%2BtGHrzlDOsuS5COBomt4wMgi9skB8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fwf%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DG62jSYfZdO-2F12d8lSllQB8X9oINKFWgJwv0DUgtsMXO5MXW2ZNI1JNZd3fnl6tTBd2o-2F5RgOW5TQplGk1zalzA-3D-3D_PQetJzfa3rVD8ulkvGewvaXiT81MaPFktIqq5LFXMTicdvB-2BiRYmL8TnU9CK9kWh2mMjndLmWEuWV8Se9Ga6A4RU8HHxKL0sncLLtWPxy-2BjKGj2HvkRPf7xjU2he044fh2ljkKeQFs64QYT65Ie8GWkW2gPW91mSzmEF7H6xClqpwgoKYH7ebeRG7qiqovKhKjCmA9LqrJwaovondJvHvMQ5OqGqJv6XYwt3wvz9oi-2F6py89CXjCCNsGS8tGky9oMCOKsUSllY-2BvNjyGsYekkKUBKvEz5h27xth3khBOkBpSvf-2FlkXZa1tyqBM0qOTzyJcvuUPr4KwrSNp47LhlkEQ-3D-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cdesch%40pa.gov%7C8d579599f22c4746b93008d74802a8fc%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637057048569176864&sdata=GlkFZWHJUbj6wR%2F6EAAN0Mj3KXy0uvAxs4Zht2i66RI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fwf%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DG62jSYfZdO-2F12d8lSllQB6pz-2BrlHEKK-2BgW-2BcQVf86HL4WWQex3nWvmGadkpoBbzyCE6iE3DILM6qZSgkDbFtXn1r3L2oVYSPesNwaF2JTCO8iRcOHKuYSu6eHc877IvD_PQetJzfa3rVD8ulkvGewvaXiT81MaPFktIqq5LFXMTicdvB-2BiRYmL8TnU9CK9kWh2mMjndLmWEuWV8Se9Ga6A4RU8HHxKL0sncLLtWPxy-2BjKGj2HvkRPf7xjU2he044fh2ljkKeQFs64QYT65Ie8GWkW2gPW91mSzmEF7H6xClqpwgoKYH7ebeRG7qiqovKhKn1cBmP2-2FdpiTNakVOUDGWNNV-2FApRy3XFbj60QKpN6FHyQ-2F7dwpuCLrgsIeljLHxx6itO3Q6mBBKnQ0WMHEloqqVI4gsxHx9OAlAbE-2FFrDHy4QrnJ17N3WzVCu14wKn2dezPS-2FbRR1jc8lZpaSS9Dg-3D-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cdesch%40pa.gov%7C8d579599f22c4746b93008d74802a8fc%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637057048569186855&sdata=%2FDU9OrJyyBd9gXePQHuAXMZnZ4KarWHBeONRL%2BarhIY%3D&reserved=0


Pennsylvania exports nearly a third of the electricity it produces, and the cost of RGGI 
compliance for exported electricity will be paid by electric customers in the states where that 
electricity is ultimately used. 

“We know that we can’t complete this process in a vacuum. The conversation we’ve begun over 
the past year needs to continue if we are going to craft regulations that fit Pennsylvania’s unique 
energy mix, while making sure that the transition to a cleaner energy mix doesn’t leave behind 
workers and communities our state has relied on for decades to produce its power,” said Gov. 
Wolf. “And it will take buy in from the legislature to ensure we’re protecting Pennsylvanians from 
the increasing effects of the climate crisis.” 

Reducing CO2 emissions as part of combatting climate change is a top priority for the Wolf 
Administration. In January, Governor Wolf signed an executive order to set Pennsylvania’s first 
statewide climate goals, aiming to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 26 percent by 2025 
and by 80 percent by 2050, compared to 2005 levels. 

The scientific consensus is the planet is experiencing climate change in real time, and the 
impacts are felt everywhere. In 2015, the Pennsylvania Climate Impacts Assessment Update 
found that Pennsylvania has undergone a long-term warming over the prior 110 years, and that 
current warming trends are expected to increase at an accelerated rate with average 
temperatures projected to increase an additional 5.4 degrees by 2050. Average annual 
precipitation has also increased by approximately 10 percent over the past 100 years and, by 
2050, is expected to increase by an additional 8 percent. 

The numerous negative effects of these warming and wetting trends are currently being 
experienced in Pennsylvania. Last year was the wettest year on record in the commonwealth, 
and these increases in rainfall resulted in extreme weather events and flooding throughout the 
state costing residents an estimated $144 million in reported damages, and at least $125 million 
in state-maintained road and bridges damage throughout the state 

“We are seeing the immediate and devastating impact of climate change right here in 
Pennsylvania, with more intense rain storms leading to flooding occurring outside flood zones, 
and dry conditions that can increase the threat of fire in our wooded areas,” said Randy 
Padfield, director of the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency.“Combatting climate 
change demands cooperation among many state agencies but also a proactive approach, and 
joining RGGI will help reduce carbon emissions, which will, in turn, reduce the threat of weather-
related natural disasters.” 

Following the governor’s executive order, DEP will draft a regulation to present before the 
Environmental Quality Board for approval, and a public comment period will follow. As directed 
in the Executive Order, DEP will conduct robust outreach to the business community, energy 
producers, and labor and environmental stakeholders.  

Read the full executive order.  

MEDIA CONTACTS: J.J. Abbott, Governor’s Office, 717-783-1116 
Elizabeth Rementer, DEP, 717-787-1323 
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