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Allegheny County Educator Named 2020 Teacher of the Year

Hershey, PA — Education Secretary Pedro A. Rivera announced today that Joseph Welch, a
middle school teacher in the North Hills School District in Allegheny County, has been named
the 2020 Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year. The announcement was made during the SAS
Institute, the Pennsylvania Department of Education’s annual professional development
conference.

“Teachers make a difference every day in the lives of their students by inspiring and motivating
them to learn,” said Governor Tom Wolf. “It is my pleasure to congratulate Mr. Welch on
receiving this distinguished honor and to thank the Teacher of the Year candidates and all
educators for their dedication and service to our students.”

Welch, who teaches American History at North Hills Middle School, is one of 12 Teacher of the
Year finalists. Nominations for the Teacher of the Year were submitted by students, parents,
peers, and members of the community wishing to honor and recognize educator achievements
both inside and outside of the classroom.

As Pennsylvania’s Teacher of the Year, Welch will travel the state, meet, and collaborate with
other educators, and will represent the commonwealth in next year’'s National Teacher of the
Year competition.

“The Teacher of the Year program provides an opportunity to honor our talented educators and
recognize them for inspiring students to embrace learning as a life-long journey and a pathway
toward achieving their goals,” said Secretary Rivera. “Over the next year, Mr. Welch will have
the opportunity to engage with educators from around the state to share what he’s done in the
classroom and to discuss innovative approaches to teaching that can benefit our students.”

The Teacher of the Year program is co-sponsored by the Pennsylvania Department of
Education and the Pennsylvania chapter of the National State Teacher of the Year, which
was founded in 1995.

Mr. Welch was chosen from among 12 finalists, including:



Matthew Binder, Hempfield Senior High School, Hempfield School District (Lancaster
County)

Michele Bittner, West Penn Elementary School, Tamaqua Area School District
(Schuylkill County)

Amanda Connell, Northern Tier Career Center (Bradford County)

Colleen Epler-Ruths, Shikellamy High School, Shikellamy School District
(Northumberland County)

Javius Galan, Wilson West Middle School, Wilson School District (Berks County)

Leanne Jarossy, Central Bucks High School West, Central Bucks School District (Bucks
County)

William Melvin, Central Bucks High School South, Central Bucks School District (Bucks
County)

Katona Lyn Miller, South Scranton Intermediate School, Scranton School District
(Lackawanna County)

Kristen Moose, Dallastown Area Middle School, Dallastown Area School District (York
County)

Melissa Pierce, Pennypack Elementary School, Hatboro-Horsham School District
(Montgomery County)

Paolo Tolomeo, Haine Elementary School, Seneca Valley School District (Butler County)

Learn more about Pennsylvania’s Teacher of the Year program via PDE’s website. Photos of
this year’s finalists are available on PDE’s Flickr site.

For more information about Pennsylvania’s education policies and programs, please visit
the Department of Education’s website. Follow PDE on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube,Flickr,

or Pinterest.

Note: Photos and video from this event will be available at http://www.pacast.com.

MEDIA CONTACT: Eric Levis, 717-783-9802 or elevis@pa.gov

HHH



about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fwf%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D84Em28S1K9SvtzcUtu04EudH9T1bCSSWnIYGllNVl9g-3D_C1-2FlKqmRpUa1Ru-2BxrNmlpT4D-2BMRiyfNV4vV-2FOHego7lSObXWaegqrwqtsl69lHCf83GEF7y8XWV2mLrmy1MdorSLwR55wjf0WWnHQzE1l6In9l8kulAIzz4zI79vKnFM9JE8xlEn1TlL6XiXGWLWefON2AbfQS7dapXsYbIZ-2B4eZSAfzJgkb0SYZgCqK-2Fv0LhkOiSn-2B1M3FT-2BZAFkHvJDf0QOcYJZWp-2BRevGJ9AAUeThYet4Uv8cYTauxQwYXLMI2yTnQCVEfwSRDdQIvDhtHndutKsjqQZcyXsljutbETrB3Ez6IL6vkemQT8BLWo8vSX-2F-2BJlcTeDUNmiuQk8Vuow-3D-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cdpinskey%40pa.gov%7Ceacf6b1e3da84757c4b008d77cd9e078%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637115147524399817&sdata=sgd0XZyRUOJJsW1A9NEiSFL7R5MFhUPcgcLxx%2BT0PmM%3D&reserved=0
about:blank




