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Wolf Administration Welcomes Pennsylvania Students Back to
School, Provides Health and Safety Reminders

Pittsburgh, PA — The Pennsylvania departments of Education (PDE) and Health (DOH) are
welcoming students across the commonwealth back to school, reminding parents to ensure
their children’s immunizations are up to date and reminding schools about newly available
public health safety initiatives.

“It is essential that everyone, especially children, are up-to-date on all recommended
immunizations,” Acting Physician General Dr. Denise Johnson said. “I/mmunizations are a safe
and effective way to protect yourself and your children from a number of serious, life-threatening
diseases. Getting your immunizations can help protect those around you, including people with
compromised immune systems who cannot get vaccinated. If you have a child aged 12 or older,
make sure they get a COVID-19 vaccine before heading back to school.”

Immunizations are a necessary precaution needed to protect infants, children and teens from
serious childhood diseases such as measles, mumps and chickenpox. Staying up to date with
immunizations provides the best protection against disease and is essential to individual and
population health. vVaccine-preventable diseases can be very dangerous, may require
hospitalization, and can even result in death. A discussion with your doctor or your child’s doctor
can help determine which immunizations are needed.

Parents and guardians should schedule immunization appointments as early as possible. In
recent years, a change in state regulations altered the provisional period in which students
could attend school without their vaccinations from eight months to five days. Children in grades
K-12 need the following immunizations for attendance: tetanus, diphtheria, polio, MMR
(measles, mumps, rubella), hepatitis B, and chickenpox. Immunization requirements also extend
to students of cyber and charter schools.

Children entering the seventh grade also need additional immunizations of meningococcal
conjugate vaccine (MCV) and tetanus, diphtheria, acellular pertussis (Tdap). If a child does not
have at least one dose of the above immunizations, he or she risks exclusion from school.

In addition, DOH and PDE continue to advise K-12 school entities to follow current Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidance, to the greatest extent possible, when creating
and implementing mitigation policies and practices. A summary of the CDC’s school guidance is
available on PDE’s website.

“Students and educators are excited to return to classrooms and begin the new school year
together. We're excited for them and looking forward to a new academic year filled with
opportunity, innovation, and growth,” said Secretary of Education Dr. Noe Ortega. “It’s vital for
our schools to continue to keep the health, safety and well-being of their communities at the
forefront. PDE joins the Pennsylvania Department of Health in continuing to recommend school
communities follow current CDC guidance.”
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Schools should also take advantage of the newly available public health safety initiatives. Last
week, PDE and DOH announced two important initiatives to support K-12 schools during the
2021-22 school year. Schools outside of Philadelphia County can now sign up to receive free,
weekly COVID-19 testing to identify and prevent the spread of COVID-19. Additionally, schools
can now request COVID-19 vaccine providers to coordinate a vaccine clinic for the employees,
contractors, volunteers, students, or students’ families of the school to add a layer of protection
against COVID-19.

Acting Physician General Johnson and Education Secretary Ortega’s visit occurred on the first
day of school for Mt. Lebanon School District. Universal masking is required for all individuals,
regardless of vaccination status, while indoors in the district.

“We know that in-person instruction is the strongest and most beneficial learning model for the
large majority of our students. The district’s goal for the 2021-22 school year is to maximize in-
person learning and minimize any disruptions caused by COVID outbreaks and community
spread,” said Dr. Timothy J. Steinhauer, superintendent of the Mt. Lebanon School District. “We
all share the responsibility to practice and model behaviors that have been shown to limit the
spread of COVID-19 and encourage general health and wellness. We encourage families to
remind students of the best practices in regard to hand washing, managing coughs and
sneezes, monitoring personal health and staying home if not feeling well.”

PDE continues to support Local Education Agencies (LEAS) as they prepare for and navigate
the upcoming school year. This includes through the latest chapter of PDE’s growing Roadmap
for Education Leaders; Accelerated Learning through an Integrated System of Support. This
toolkit includes information and resources to help address students’ learning loss and other
issues caused by the pandemic.

Anyone looking to visit a local immunization clinic to receive vaccinations should call 1-877-PA-
HEALTH (1-877-724-3258) to schedule an appointment. Pennsylvanians should have their
vaccination records available when they call to make an appointment. A parent or legal guardian
must accompany a child receiving immunizations.

For more information on immunizations, visit the Department of Health’s website
at www.health.pa.gov or follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

MEDIA CONTACTS: Mark O’Neill, Health, ra-dhpressoffice @pa.gov

Kendall Alexander, Education, kenalexand@pa.gov



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUX0AHQsjQCv1RBvqXBPFqtSXJJeNxBcFNtpPjZJlex8KMM4Q1LfcQ30JDPjcnU2yLbw9WCXvjrZYTaNsyec8AKY-3DoayY_WTN48NX4aR3ndRXff0ic44sJ83-2FyiUK5YNI5dlXBRzOngK7QTGSZS6X7HK2xeQcOa0rrtBoD9rtLRU-2BN9Z187YBUiSYxj37IhH3pgyoPWehzbdE0N0GnIBySBPNQH6iYHMQWuNaYfxnu2fr4IuMiSCrepJkO0s5U1okLU-2F9zs7cweNryHNVpgZXnYNT8VM059nat6008fRO9782pLFs-2BgOFpbyyEMGc9qEBmrj-2FxZT6QW9OvWhj7JJI5KgDJ5v9zkIIBOX8hgF7BE-2BwMSsUW0xc1Cx8BXXwT6-2FlRytIus4q-2BfEiS0O05Did57ANex1vylO-2Btb1T8xOrAErX-2Ba7p-2Few-3D-3D&data=04%7C01%7Clperrong%40pa.gov%7C580dca3e4fdc494087b408d9666c34a2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637653437186715175%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=jKYdC3frkVYzU08G8H8pPooMl9OpKiceOCTKPSjLc%2Fk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUR0MtZWMaiEb3nosts7Gaj6fzElwbpJeOTrGQ4SiXOL0Qy6M_WTN48NX4aR3ndRXff0ic44sJ83-2FyiUK5YNI5dlXBRzOngK7QTGSZS6X7HK2xeQcOa0rrtBoD9rtLRU-2BN9Z187YBUiSYxj37IhH3pgyoPWehzbdE0N0GnIBySBPNQH6iYHMQWuNaYfxnu2fr4IuMiSCrepJkO0s5U1okLU-2F9zs7cweNryHNVpgZXnYNT8VM05OOqLXX42GuBzFMU50Z8rdanJ6gi85QfWpdGg5qwxttXzUC9IkcTuA-2BKWDkGJ3WoAqFEWbILR6ZAmqwFq9BtqMg46-2BteejT1AwF75C9me-2BjHD1raepHZgC-2BU6K-2BItN3uO5pFDOMILIR60PH6EZxr5QQ-3D-3D&data=04%7C01%7Clperrong%40pa.gov%7C580dca3e4fdc494087b408d9666c34a2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637653437186715175%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XZCuRT4sK7X2sSBIPkDTR9qjSOwV0q9PW8JoguTk9Hs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUR0MtZWMaiEb3nosts7Gaj6fzElwbpJeOTrGQ4SiXOL0Qy6M_WTN48NX4aR3ndRXff0ic44sJ83-2FyiUK5YNI5dlXBRzOngK7QTGSZS6X7HK2xeQcOa0rrtBoD9rtLRU-2BN9Z187YBUiSYxj37IhH3pgyoPWehzbdE0N0GnIBySBPNQH6iYHMQWuNaYfxnu2fr4IuMiSCrepJkO0s5U1okLU-2F9zs7cweNryHNVpgZXnYNT8VM05OOqLXX42GuBzFMU50Z8rdanJ6gi85QfWpdGg5qwxttXzUC9IkcTuA-2BKWDkGJ3WoAqFEWbILR6ZAmqwFq9BtqMg46-2BteejT1AwF75C9me-2BjHD1raepHZgC-2BU6K-2BItN3uO5pFDOMILIR60PH6EZxr5QQ-3D-3D&data=04%7C01%7Clperrong%40pa.gov%7C580dca3e4fdc494087b408d9666c34a2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637653437186715175%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XZCuRT4sK7X2sSBIPkDTR9qjSOwV0q9PW8JoguTk9Hs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUgTUlp0Z0M6aynmnVG0UMan-2F-2Fk9ZC513Y1Wh4A3t3yZW-2BvIT-2FG3T4VyIaD4kR-2BCfuWM1CppanllpDKo2-2BQY4iuTjsEsDSsdkN5YvfS1BWi0J6cjxfZhXaxlMpxENryLDKWetcefVJZR8r-2BQA-2FDH-2FgesrgiclzJbUj26zmBDoazmcils6uV9cAKGJYrmBryjfiSi9FjYeuDjazxuq034nlDwkwhrM6AXsp6RN21GkRyBl2heNmfNDzQGodtmAtpuRA-3D-3D7Huo_WTN48NX4aR3ndRXff0ic44sJ83-2FyiUK5YNI5dlXBRzOngK7QTGSZS6X7HK2xeQcOa0rrtBoD9rtLRU-2BN9Z187YBUiSYxj37IhH3pgyoPWehzbdE0N0GnIBySBPNQH6iYHMQWuNaYfxnu2fr4IuMiSCrepJkO0s5U1okLU-2F9zs7cweNryHNVpgZXnYNT8VM05HO7ZUGZINd3Fur1yElbdfytd-2BuNLmBwyLy38bNfDZ4Jd2teEW4-2FRJsZuE3C5KJvSxidXvmjTKhwk5TnYWdyyd2yPHFqBxrQqwuZ5wX8gY5BArcXnxNjTZw5FADfol1ukSw98a7lGqVWyypertGU6EQ-3D-3D&data=04%7C01%7Clperrong%40pa.gov%7C580dca3e4fdc494087b408d9666c34a2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637653437186725134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=cnZQyz62LewFRt7DGuMGPLHP2pak7kTRYrvhz9sOSIU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DTeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9nHoAEGDVSQxKqdVRM3v9S0dB5vIss-2BUXEJRnnmMMdEtp7n7_WTN48NX4aR3ndRXff0ic44sJ83-2FyiUK5YNI5dlXBRzOngK7QTGSZS6X7HK2xeQcOa0rrtBoD9rtLRU-2BN9Z187YBUiSYxj37IhH3pgyoPWehzbdE0N0GnIBySBPNQH6iYHMQWuNaYfxnu2fr4IuMiSCrepJkO0s5U1okLU-2F9zs7cweNryHNVpgZXnYNT8VM05MZ2ttwp3JLCjvV2pkIjMUsD205YvLJkBR5FTwqK5-2Btp0iYRm5vY36Vgseuj1BloDuH839sMGeIcuEOg5hFThzuIK1X-2BSBv0GCNAr3XI-2FyR6BEroAVydCCaCNivg37niTwsGRvsylgp8pGIvh0CowrA-3D-3D&data=04%7C01%7Clperrong%40pa.gov%7C580dca3e4fdc494087b408d9666c34a2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637653437186725134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qQDGd64umwOOCSkBVUQN8GY4zc002pxy%2BqWXCVeVVXk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUb8Hzhz9hTfMErRs-2Fni8h9iPhC1aY9BVhaOWCOMHTTu2h5NLOsx8HG3SenlmX9HAo4oIm-2Fq-2FclMmWUiUskFA57c-3Der6g_WTN48NX4aR3ndRXff0ic44sJ83-2FyiUK5YNI5dlXBRzOngK7QTGSZS6X7HK2xeQcOa0rrtBoD9rtLRU-2BN9Z187YBUiSYxj37IhH3pgyoPWehzbdE0N0GnIBySBPNQH6iYHMQWuNaYfxnu2fr4IuMiSCrepJkO0s5U1okLU-2F9zs7cweNryHNVpgZXnYNT8VM05X2GI-2F1X6zlOffj4T8uWlvRFMnFzI2JdO46bwzn7-2BFocjGeH9b6Nfn1dsN4-2Bp-2BoJpvbb4uO5tLZnMsernOA6KIhbD7wAVHPO81rDP2pL-2B-2BENGhaFlvkGMaIq-2F9-2BaDj3y3j-2F-2F7qPyF7Gb5cVHhL3faDw-3D-3D&data=04%7C01%7Clperrong%40pa.gov%7C580dca3e4fdc494087b408d9666c34a2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637653437186735100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rhZ1E1YfR9CzkC2EnuvSW%2BEt8FtNR4NIubRpOxgZyr0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUaQdhrH0jN5hsgJK-2BcC12hQzZO0zbS9rmYPlHSt4MmuFaknj_WTN48NX4aR3ndRXff0ic44sJ83-2FyiUK5YNI5dlXBRzOngK7QTGSZS6X7HK2xeQcOa0rrtBoD9rtLRU-2BN9Z187YBUiSYxj37IhH3pgyoPWehzbdE0N0GnIBySBPNQH6iYHMQWuNaYfxnu2fr4IuMiSCrepJkO0s5U1okLU-2F9zs7cweNryHNVpgZXnYNT8VM052zXciTc6lK7AimsfUjMdDo95XCp43ll6WHErDmaHLssuMaG-2FwmyHud-2Bk49aryGlFTvJ3mbDf7sLY1VI7rlGBkwpKVODNCcf7l-2FAbLbWfiPBd611MVQWFmpYFLkCY50w6r9exCBlmGsJiNQXA8S-2BL0w-3D-3D&data=04%7C01%7Clperrong%40pa.gov%7C580dca3e4fdc494087b408d9666c34a2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637653437186735100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BKSNgPYJiRt7CHKZvsF8QLCXSxlfghpD4Uo2ecg%2FP%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ra-dhpressoffice@pa.gov
mailto:kenalexand@pa.gov

