
   

 
  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 7, 2022 
  

Wolf Administration, Safety Partners Stress Safe Driving Around 
School Buses, Announce Results of Operation Safe Stop 2022 

  
Harrisburg, PA – The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) was joined 
today by the Pennsylvania State Police, the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education, Newbery Township Police, and West Shore School District transportation partners to 
reinforce the importance of school transportation safety and highlight the potential school 
transportation challenges posed by changing daylight conditions. The results of Operation Safe 
Stop, an annual school bus enforcement and education initiative that was held on October 19 
this year, were also announced. 
  
Operation Safe Stop data revealed that participating school districts and law enforcement 
agencies reported witnessing 155 violations of the law, down from the 252 reported last year. 
The initiative is held in conjunction with local and state police departments, school districts, and 
pupil transportation providers to conduct enforcement, raise public awareness about the 
consequences of improper passing of school buses, and reduce occurrences. Convictions for 
breaking the School Bus Stopping Law increased from 314 in 2020 to 348 in 2021. 
  
“The increase in convictions of the School Bus Stopping Law last year is just one reason why 
we’re reminding motorists of its importance. One incident of passing a school bus is one too 
many,” said Acting Deputy Secretary for Highway Administration Mike Keiser. “With additional 
challenges such as darkness coinciding with more of our students’ school bus ride times and 
the distraction of the quickly approaching holiday season, it is important that motorists remain 
vigilant while sharing the road with school buses and students.” 
  
The School Bus Stopping Law requires motorists to stop at least 10 feet from the bus when 
approaching a school bus with its red lights flashing and stop arm extended. Motorists 
approaching from all directions are required to stop. The only exception to this law is when 
motorists encounter a school bus stopping on the opposite side of a divided highway when 
lanes of the highway are clearly separated by a divider, such as a concrete barrier or grassy 
median. 

“Drivers might consider the penalties if convicted of disobeying Pennsylvania’s School Bus 
Stopping law steep - a $250 fine, five points on your driving record and a 60-day license 
suspension,” said Corporal Zeina Black, Permits and Bus Safety Unit Supervisor with the 
Pennsylvania State Police. “But even worse than these penalties, a tragedy could occur if either 
a driver or a student is not paying attention to their surroundings.” 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4TB4jPp66UBc567in5SRgSJI6GFwAf9tfVCbnaxDRkRxJ0HiI6iuPNedRBt-2BdllNMZ6Eui0wxi4lCUmWhcxnFtCp-2Fea613VI2yeV9J2NbhgBItfi2Ph9UWr5UK5Cgq-2B8XtnGQFASTG-2Bmtcm-2Fwvp-2Fqg-3D-3DTTR7_WTN48NX4aR3ndRXff0ic44sJ83-2FyiUK5YNI5dlXBRzN2tXkswDPmEC7xKba3F-2FnSw5ELeTo0eNgD20CeFdhrbytv8wu4UIe73nu92AUfXCjnzlRx3u-2BC2zPhBDxl1LyISjxCV7-2B4rRpjFrdTWoN6ljZN9jA7GxQMbyC2wN4YMIr6Xc5zRlNb2-2B5guq-2Bj4gjFH62z-2FYA7ARVNEEIY3AtH6JpXio1ekgjZ-2B5crgbdq1Etov2-2BU4LkiUPC-2BuXCVycY6E8fM-2Bdc0eTWwS84iY2izeNs7-2FksZv2EamKr9uKQiUhSKn4-2BteT3iIx6LB3fi9R1jNo2uRHppLcEMntvL8j73k7pBU-2B8z4KCT2SKgeQ4yN2NlpuUg8bpj5u43Bl5gwhk-2F&data=05%7C01%7Clperrong%40pa.gov%7C0570be386139445ce52808dac0db3b47%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638034345066199198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OU%2BkO%2Fs8b2ZKfOEvycS3RGmLKUwKrCd9%2BWb8bf3SYRM%3D&reserved=0


Some safety tips for students to remember while waiting for or loading and unloading the bus 
include: 

• Get to the school bus stop five minutes early, so you won´t have to run across the road 
to catch the bus.  

• When waiting for the bus, stay away from traffic.  
• Line up at least five giant steps away from the curb or the roadway to wait for the bus.  
• Never run after the school bus if it has already left the bus stop.  
• Never push when getting on or off the school bus.  

  
“Student safety at school bus stops and in school zones is of the utmost importance and 
requires the undivided attention of all motorists,” said Department of Education Secretary Eric 
Hagarty. “Local school districts work hard to identify the safest locations possible for school bus 
stops and to train their staff. But to ensure that students remain safe, we urge all drivers to 
watch for the flashing lights of school buses and always stop when students are getting on and 
off.” 
  
For more information about school bus safety, visit PennDOT’s School Bus Safety Tips page on 
PennDOT’s Driver and Vehicle Services website. The website also offers an interactive video 
illustrating Pennsylvania’s school bus stopping law.  
  
MEDIA CONTACTS: Diego Sandino, PennDOT, 717-787-0485 
                                   Cpl. Brent Miller, PSP, 717-783-5556 
                                   Casey Smith, PDE, 717-783-9803 
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