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Shapiro Administration Continues a Summer of Sweet, Made in PA
Getaways on Scooped: An Ice Cream Trail

Merrymead Farm’s creamery is one of 41 of the sweetest stops on your
Great American Getaway in 2024

Landsdale, PA — On the heels of Governor Josh Shapiro’s tour to launch The Great
American Getaway, Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding and Department of
Community and Economic Development (DCED) Executive Deputy Secretary Mike
Hanna, Jr. had a sweet start to their summer at Merrymead Farm, one of 41
creameries across Pennsylvania on Scooped: An Ice Cream Trail.

“No summer getaway is complete without a scoop of ice cream from a Pennsylvania
creamery,” Secretary Redding said. “Knowing you’re supporting one of Pennsylvania’s
more than 4,000 dairy farms just sweetens the adventure.”

Launched in 2018, Scooped: An Ice Cream Tralil, is a partnership of the Pennsylvania

Department of Agriculture and its PA Preferred® program, DCED’s Tourism Office, and
the Center for Dairy Excellence.

“Scooped: An Ice Cream Trail is a fun and delicious way to support Pennsylvania small
businesses and our dairy industry,” said Executive Deputy Secretary Hanna. “This
year’s trail will take visitors all across the Commonwealth and is a great way to spend
time with friends and family this summer. The Shapiro Administration is proud to
support the agriculture industry, which is one of the five key sectors included in
Pennsylvania’s economic development plan to position the Commonwealth for strong
economic growth and more good-paying jobs.”

A working dairy and immersive farm experience in Landsdale, Montgomery County,
Merrymead offers a literal window into the world of a dairy farm. Visitors can enjoy one
of more than 32 ice cream flavors, with a side of bakery treats, while peering into the
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milking parlor, communing with the animals, exploring the seasonal market, and, in the
fall, hopping a wagon ride around the farm.

"It's the support of a community like ours that makes a difference,” Merrymead Farm
Manager Kelsey Givler said. “Our family and staff have created a relaxing and fun farm
environment that encourages families to spend more time together and enjoy the finer
things in life, like a delicious ice cream cone. We are forever grateful for our customers
who support Merrymead year-round. Whether it's getting their garden plants, fresh
produce, pumpkins, or Christmas trees from us, they have supported us for 53 years
and we pray for many more."

Travelers can plan their adventures, learn about participating creameries, and sign up
free at visitpa.com/scooped. Dedicated dairy lovers can accumulate points to earn
prizes, including a commemorative stainless-steel ice cream scooper by visiting five
stops, and a t-shirt with 10 stops.

Pennsylvania has the second largest number of dairy farms in the U.S. and is ranked
eighth in milk production nationally. The Pennsylvania dairy industry provides more than
47,000 jobs and supports our state economy to the tune of $11.8 billion annually.
Pennsylvania continues to be a national leader in the production of ice cream, butter,
and Swiss cheese.

“The dairy industry is an economic driver for Pennsylvania, and 99 percent of our state’s
dairy farms are family owned,” said Center for Dairy Excellence Communications
and Marketing Manager Emily Barge, “Each summer, the Ice Cream Trail is a fun
way for families from Pennsylvania and beyond to actually meet the dairy farm families
who work around the clock, 365 days a year, to produce delicious dairy products and
farm-fresh ice cream.”

The Ice Cream Trail is a great addition to any Getaway in Pennsylvania and one that
delivers dollars to small businesses across the state. Governor Josh Shapiro’s
Economic Development Strategy prioritizes the tourism and agriculture industries and
adopts a new marketing strategy to showcase all that the Commonwealth has to offer.

Led by DCED’s Tourism and Business Marketing offices, the new marketing strategy
will showcase how the Commonwealth’s iconic attractions and hidden gems support the
state’s economy and create jobs for local businesses — all while improving residents’
quality of life.

“I was thrilled to welcome Agriculture Secretary Redding and DCED Executive Deputy
Secretary Hanna to my district to launch the 2024 Ice Cream Trail,” said Senator Maria
Collett. “We know that family-owned farms like Merrymead are critical to the economic
success of communities in every corner of the Commonwealth. The Ice Cream Trail is
the perfect way to spotlight these businesses, support local jobs, and attract visitors —
all in the worthwhile pursuit of sweet summer treats.”
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Those who embark on the Ice Cream Trail are encouraged to share every sweet stop
#PAScoops on visitpa.com’s Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, or Pinterest.

Need inspiration for your next Great American Getaway in Pennsylvania? Find top
recommendations by city here and become a fan on Facebook, follow us on X, check
out photos on Instagram, share pins on Pinterest, watch us on YouTube or listen to us

on Spotify.
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