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Shapiro Administration Tours Riverton Farms, Highlighting PA 

Investments in Military Veteran Farmers 

Invites Veterans’ Organizations to Apply for Funding to Supply Grants to 

Military Veterans for Farm Start-Ups, Expansion 

Doylesburg, PA – Today, Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding toured Riverton 

Farms in Doylesburg, Franklin County. The veteran-owned beef and sheep farm 

received $10,000 in 2024 to fund a well and pump to water their livestock through 

Pennsylvania Veterans In Agriculture Grants. 

Riverton was one of 18 veteran-owned farms to receive sub-grants through the PA 

Veteran Farming Network, one of two Pennsylvania veterans’ organizations funded 

through the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture program in 2023. 

Following the farm tour, Redding invited veterans’ services organizations to apply for up 

to $200,000 in Pennsylvania Veterans in Agriculture funds to deliver subgrants to 

military veterans for farm and related business start-ups and expansion. Each veteran 

organization will in turn offer grants of up to $10,000 to veterans entering farming or 

expanding farms or related businesses. 

 “Veterans return from serving our country with valuable, hard-won skills they can put to 

work on the farm.” Secretary Redding said. “Just like any other business, they need to 

finance planning, safety, permits, equipment, and other critical needs. These grants are 

one of the tangible ways the Shapiro Administration is thanking our veterans for their 

service and creating opportunities for them to succeed on the home front.” 

Grants may be used for agricultural business needs ranging from feasibility studies to 

food safety, biosecurity, and conservation planning; and from equipment purchases, to 

permits, marketing, and working capital.  

"It is an honor for the PA Veteran Farming Network to partner with the Pennsylvania 

Department of Agriculture on this grant program,” said PA Veteran Farming Network 

Executive Director Mimi Thomas-Booker. “The funding is making significant and 

immediate impacts for the veterans who receive the grants.  Pennsylvanians are saying 

'thank you for your service' in a way that benefits veterans like Megan and Ollie King, 

and the neighbors and community members they're proving with local nutritious food 

and farm products." 

https://www.pavetfarms.org/thenetwork
https://www.pavetfarms.org/thenetwork


Agriculture faces a critical workforce shortage as a generation of farmers and laborers 

retire. These grants are one of many ways increased agriculture funding under the 

Shapiro Administration is building the workforce and infrastructure Pennsylvania’s 

$132.5 billion agriculture industry needs to keep growing, feeding our economy, and 

supporting more than 593,000 jobs. 

The 2024-25 bipartisan budget sustains support for the PA Preferred® Homegrown By 

Heroes program, which helps farmer-veterans market their locally grown products to 

feed consumer demand. Pennsylvania’s program has 64 members and is steadily 

increasing veteran participants. 

Full application guidelines for Pennsylvania Farmer Veteran grants will be published in 

the November 16, 2024 edition of the PA Bulletin.  

Organizations must submit applications online using the Department of Community and 

Economic Development’s Electronic Single Application, by Friday, December 22, 2024 

at 5 p.m.  

The PA Department of Agriculture offers 74 grant programs to expand or create 

opportunities in agriculture, including 20 federally funded and 54 state-funded programs. 

This includes the $10 million Agricultural Innovation Program, created in Governor 

Shapiro’s 2024-25 budget, and the  $4 million Fresh Food Financing program, both of 

which are currently accepting applications.   

Find more funding opportunities to feed your future in PA agriculture here, or contact the 

Department of Agriculture’s Agriculture Business Development Center. 

# # # 

  

Election day is Nov. 5. Find your polling place or return your mail ballot by 8 p.m. Nov. 5. 

Visit vote.pa.gov for trusted election information. 

 

https://www.papreferred.com/homegrown-by-heroes
https://www.papreferred.com/homegrown-by-heroes
https://dced.pa.gov/how-to-apply/
https://www.pa.gov/en/services/pda/apply-for-the-agricultural-innovation-grant.html
https://www.pa.gov/en/agencies/pda/newsroom/shapiro-admin-invests--4-m-to-expand-fresh--affordable-food-acce.html
https://pa.gov/en/grants/search.html#sortCriteria=%40copapwpclosedate%20ascending&f-copapwpfundingsource=Federal&f-copapwpfundingagency=Agriculture&numberOfResults=25
https://www.pa.gov/en/agencies/pda/business-and-industry/agricultural-business-development-center.html
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.EpE68xvdiHi-2F3uU9U1WHuZhw-2Bn-2FkFtudtDGbuCmkiYwMyQzq2yvdRAJDwsQVUJFVwrDC3yWYQMW7Bn8TyH-2BCJObdYArowABsrwrzHhSHW47rel9vjiFwwlmj9YpDOFgeWDm9tr8bbnEUzdObQKsOJXZ2zxWULlnWhAjN5omZmlAB3JNpE5FLAPMoakr84on6N0-2BHJ6d5HvZnU9FVH-2FWxjGHlheZjKrO9Y2BujQkArYt77IZdL5eEunTJVP9axVJwqHBkAWBVsxJXGOHHFESREzuBAncbYFxPVZF7Pa8Q64qG67tG1KqBDhDMbpXqRL0bbxzZfDyuyBVFBgU6ZNEOvUahZQLIdkPq9F24b0UlFCK22pWMoBaEu2OV8zCcHj8qGJU6K9RAmpDGmEggfN61MZ6LwcoAjBZPvZjBZPgF0oKG-2Booy2zG8NVZ3Adz4L9uB4lIJoMFmqFQ3RxJPSRAuckqgtWcEiGaI0R80oSIE-2BmhttREbIdWsZn-2BGEo-2F2T-2F49lfvxXVD-2FXc6hsyDCuEr1howWnXD0cqlbtlzB9gtGCvcrHaYE9Ac1AS3WPQaruzPYmKu133uE0dA36ZM3FMRV4Gdjg08S6GMTsqbEPWuSoGctHbjsw-2FFNZxAQYZ4cLvk5S2Srhhk-2FZ1KeBfQmdsWwrDccB32kyIWf80-2BRnMC4jq0N25lmq7WDBYekyJ-2B8dAVD0HSXU3E1xoUqEQkCOXJOygAKBKRDnq05hsjFDpBnT-2B9WKQ6wtUzCo9wSmYJT-2BG2ekjYXV1RcWre6JprUPqAjybLazZjYT4bXniDmz5Ot1yOBf2lEmW9mNcVi61NTE-2FA3x4mFTOe-2F-2Fhsia0EnlMmnG2NKHWXYes1smGC4CR6K5cLfCQF0DgdaxnlPntAMTGakXyJV4uLyf5-2BfYo3JpsYGEmECFsptNDesdugxPWb6SDOW1EoZ-2FZSh1WxVJdhCJpuxryToZgnI-2BOu-2F2Prb1yf8LbUykq8vcpuBWVUaNNawOXJxBqOsRdMt3OGl8CicCtwHuEFnkTEEinwXdT1XsMO-2BM-2BQGQ7tDyKz6qeoT51lfDOrdkHP8Di-2F-2FGRt49ewH-2FqY-2B0g8L1obU7FObnQ50jGzmBXqQL1n6AAeLBVqy8Zfn9VCjCEPtNi8v4U-2B2hILnYR2rkdhi00zzFD9-2BOkFguotLJz-2FyR54DbfRz-2Ft8QvaMpsJoIEdyzVohk4-2BQxAn4QXHV0G-2BGpwmMNPbeaDjQ3xbh1-2FfBBmXXZqpsnfL-2FdelapGDt7NKxUXvjZiwnvwe8KOnq3aiE5Fo38jBQ1iisjNSPbCcjKnwdTEUYomdVLrx83wcIemO9SWFgwtbYh8xvbrBAjEad-2Fs7ygW0-2BM4w4l6DHFLrfiHX-2FAiHZ7dYCkV7x0txOEaIJX6nl5PjWE-2FHcxyzNX-2Fb0yM1qOMCBCu-2FWh4XDN-2FuRAvbLUqLrF5UfImL8U2Axc6DMvltHfCO7oLeskUb0K7JqtqT0rAHWTEzQNv0PRdPucAnMiDKR3M2IJjGZagr7nirkaQuXQNC1QoyYLldBW1Ukq4nkoc0araOZKLlO1iNP4F034QfovxQ6vOjYIas9FkS5GTWlSfi-2FNFJAGiLVFAB2zlXKxoX33u-2BLTPYegnKO8nJZX7IUVB05K1ATAdEewcqDSg-2Bt3Lcmcb5G18YZcjU2qHbuKPdM0RYAQBtUaJn1JYyigqEaEimsH8Y0xw4J35l1x6W3OowZZshTMhX0CeVMcVKE040S2tLbN4-2B5vuDUe5VmgzMrffLuhQSyJFyKMAqjMi23VaAmxihgbsa1j7F7v_tNBrB8m3ECfCwCN7avtVWWWNyCT6T7gei0B58qkTg5R2I2ojDbMy3V66e65MXP-2BEDDPg5BwCsksOuPbdyxMBrXn44yJujWtdBSae8s3YYbSPKBjkQ-2Bcw077BnHyo

