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Shapiro Administration Launches Another Round of Grants to Boost
Sales and Expand Export Markets for Pennsylvania Products

Secretary Redding announced the next round of Ag Promo Grants and highlighted how
recipients such as the Pennsylvania Beef Council are using the funds to boost the beef
industry.

The Shapiro Administration has invested nearly $500,000 through this program in 20
projects that help strengthen markets for Pennsylvania agricultural products. Together,
these investments support key industries such as beef, which alone contributes about
$1 billion annually to Pennsylvania’s economy and supports nearly 14,000 jobs
statewide.

Harrisburg, PA — Today, Secretary of Agriculture Russell Redding opened the latest
round of funding for Agricultural Product Promotion, Education, and Export Promotion
Grants — making available up to $381,810 in competitive matching grants to support
nonprofit organizations engaged in market research, education, promotion, and export
development for agricultural products grown, raised, or produced in Pennsylvania.
These grants work to strengthen domestic sales and expand export markets for
Pennsylvania-grown agricultural products.

“Pennsylvania’s food, fiber, and hardwood products reflect the strength, quality, and
innovation of our agricultural community,” Secretary Redding said. “Through the
Shapiro Administration, we are investing in creative partnerships that expand
markets, strengthen exports, and connect consumers, both here at home and around
the world, with the people and products that define Pennsylvania agriculture. These
grants help grow our farm and food economy, support hundreds of thousands of jobs
across the Commonwealth, and ensure that Pennsylvania agriculture continues to
nourish our communities and drive economic opportunity.”

Secretary Redding also met with industry partners, local legislators, and school

officials at Central Dauphin Middle School — one of more than 140 schools and
counting that the Pennsylvania Beef Council has built relationships with through the PA
Beef to PA Schools Program — to highlight how Ag Promo Grants has helped to grow
the impact of the Pennsylvania Beef Council's PA Beef to PA Schools program and
promote Pennsylvania's beef industry, which alone contributes about $1 billion annually
to Pennsylvania’s economy and supports nearly 14,000 jobs statewide. Last year, the



Department of Agriculture invested $49,000 into PA Beef to PA Schools to support
their mission to connect beef producers with school districts and help serve locally
sourced, nutritious beef in more school lunches in Pennsylvania.

"The Ag Promotion Grant represents more than funding; it demonstrates a commitment
to strengthening agriculture, supporting PA Schools, and investing in the well-being of
our students. Connecting communities through the power of local agriculture creates a
direct line from the farm to the cafeteria, ensuring a strong future for the industry while
educating students about the hardworking producers behind each meal,” Nichole
Hockenberry, executive director of the PA Beef Council said. “We are grateful to the
Department of Agriculture for recognizing the importance of programs like this and for
providing the support that makes them possible.”

The Shapiro Administration has invested nearly $500,000 into 20 projects that
increase sales for Pennsylvania products like beef, dairy, hardwoods, and vegetables —
and this latest round of funding will continue to support nonprofits that help grow the
consumer base for Pennsylvania farmers and producers and strengthen their markets
domestically and abroad.

Guidelines and application procedures for the Agricultural Product Promotion,
Education, and Export Promotion Matching Grant Program are published in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin. Applications will remain open through April 10, 2026.

The Shapiro Administration's Continued Commitment to Agriculture

Governor Josh Shapiro understands that Pennsylvania’s economic success depends on
our rural communities and farms. Pennsylvania agriculture supports over 48,800 farms,
nearly 600,000 jobs, and contributes $132.5 billion annually to the Commonwealth’s
economy.

The Shapiro Administration has also prioritized long-term agricultural growth and
resilience by:

e Creating the nation’s first Ag Innovation Program and investing $20 million to
help build the future of American agriculture right here in Pennsylvania

e Investing $1 million to establish the Organic Center of Excellence and the PA
Preferred Organic™ brand

e Fully funding the Pennsylvania Farm Bill each year to support business planning,
infrastructure, and workforce development

e Committing more than $65 million to mitigate Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
and support poultry farmers, and funding a new state-of-the-art animal health
laboratory in Western Pennsylvania

e Continuing the Fresh Food Financing Initiative to expand access to local food
and support small businesses

e Investing $82 million through the Clean Streams Fund to expand the Agriculture
Conservation Assistance Program (ACAP)


https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol56/56-9/293.html&search=1&searchunitkeywords=Agricultural,Product,Promotion,,Education,,Export,Promotion,Matching,Grant,Program

Agriculture is one of the cornerstones of Governor Shapiro’s Economic Development
Strategy — Pennsylvania’s first in two decades — and the Shapiro Administration is
committed to investing in its continued growth.

Read more about investments to keep Pennsylvania agriculture competitive and
thriving in Governor Shapiro’s 2026-'27 budget proposal and continued support for
Pennsylvania farmers at pa.gov/governor.
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https://www.pa.gov/governor/accomplishments/agriculture

